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CGS 
FOREWORD ~ ss : 


The Task Force on Child Care commissioned a series of research 
studies designed, for the most part, to provide detailed analyses of selected 
issues of special relevance to child care and parental leave policies and 
their effects on the changing Canadian family. 


The terms of reference for the Task Force called for an examination 
and assessment of the need for child care services and paid parental leave in 
Canada, and of the adequacy of the current system in meeting the perceived 
needs. Most of the research reports, therefore, were designed to pull 
together and analyze information from existing sources. However, in a number 
of instances, it was necessary to initiate primary research because of the 
absence of data in the area. Parents' Needs, Preferences, and Concerns About 
Child Care: Case Studies of 336 Canadian Families, and The Bottom Line: 
Wages and Working Conditions of Workers in the Formal Day Care Market are two 


such studies. 


While these studies incorporate a wealth of useful information, which 
provided the Task Force with the basis on which to develop its arguments and 
recommendations, they are reflective of the views of the authors, and should 
not be interpreted as representing the views of the Task Force. - Furthermore, 
the studies do not reflect the policy or the intentions of the Government 6£ 


Canada. 


Status of Women Canada makes these research reports available to 
groups, organizations and individuals wishing to explore in greater depth the 
Task Force report and issues relating to child care and parental leave. This 
reflects the department's objective of providing a broad basis for public- 


discussion of issues relating to the equality of women in Canadian society. 


Other papers published in this series are listed at the back of this 


publication. Copies of these papers are available by WETEING to: 


Status of Women Canada 
Communications Unit 
151 Sparks Street, Suite OOS 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA 1C3 
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